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Skibbereen, West Cork, Ireland
Geography

Skibbereen is located in south west Cork.

It is a market town with a population of 2,700 serving a 
rural radius of approx 10,000 people

Distance from Dublin to Skibbereen is 340 Km. Driving 
time is 4 hours + 

Distance from Cork city is 86 km. Driving time is 1 hr 20 
mins

Nearest airport is Cork Airport
Nearest train station is Kent Station, Cork City
Nearest 3rd level is Cork city (UCC, MTU)

Historic Geo Challenges

Depopulated rural towns and villages
Lack of Knowledge Jobs
Brain Drain



Ludgate's Vision 

Ludgate's Mission

To be a world leader in rural regeneration through digital transformation. 

To enable sustainable knowledge jobs in the west cork region. by building digital 
capacity and capability,  facilitating innovation & learning and embedding ourselves 
as a crucial asset within the local and wider community. 

We strive to make Skibbereen, West Cork and the wider south west region a hotspot 
for startups, SME’s and multinational remote workers  to locate and prosper at a 
global level 

Grainne O’Keeffe
CEO says "Ludgate is more than a
building, Ludgate is a movement"

Ludgate's Goal 
To enable 500 knowledge jobs in west cork and increase the gdp of the region 



Our Roadmap
Making the Impossible Possible - Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Xrqm9T3Apg


Digital
Society Start Up & 

entrepreneurship

Ludgate’s Ecosystem 

360 

200 Direct Jobs
160 Indirect Jobs

120 
Full Time Members

Hot Desks provided 
3,860 

Monthly Knowledge Sharing 

Webinars

50 
Part Time Members



Government Strategy



The Future of Work

Grainne O’Keeffe
CEO says "Ludgate is more than a
building, Ludgate is a movement"



ludgate.ie

Rural regeneration through digital transformation

RURAL 
REGENERATION
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