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What is Artificial Intelligence? 

In November 2023, the OECD Council adopted an updated definition of an “AI system”:

An AI system is:

“A machine-based system that,

for explicit or implicit objectives,

infers, from the input it receives,

how to generate outputs such as predictions, 

content, recommendations, or decisions

that can influence physical or virtual 

environments.

Different AI systems vary in their levels of 

autonomy and adaptiveness after deployment.”

BUILDING AI SYSTEM

USING AI SYSTEM



Productivity gains

Improved decision 
making and public 
service delivery

Personalised health and 
education

Scientific breakthroughs

Advancing on global 
challenges for humanity 
and the planet, like 
climate change

Privacy, safety and 
security risks

Perpetuating and 
exacerbating 
discrimination and bias

False and manipulated 
content

Employment and 
education disruptions

Intellectual property rights 
and competition policy 
challenges
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AI brings tremendous opportunities, but also risks 
AI requires effective governance globally

Common 
definitions & 

interoperability

Inclusive, 
multi-

stakehold
er 

approach

Broad 
evidence 

base



2016

• G7 ICT Ministerial Meeting in Japan

• OECD Technology Foresight Forum on AI

2019

• OECD Council Recommendation on AI

• Report on “Artificial Intelligence in Society”

• OECD Global Parliamentary group on AI

2020

• OECD.AI Policy Observatory

• OECD Network of Experts (ONE.AI)

2022

• OECD Working Party on AI Governance

• OECD Framework for the Classification of AI Systems

2023

• Report on "Advancing accountability in AI"

• Common guideposts to promote interoperability in AI 
risk management

• Revised definition of an “AI system”

2024 • Revising OECD Council Recommendation on AI



5 principles for national policies

AI research & development

Data, compute, technologies

Policy & regulatory environment

Jobs & skills, labour transitions

International cooperation & measurement

5 values-based principles

 Benefit People & Planet

Human rights, values & fairness

Transparent & explainable

Robust, secure & safe

Accountable

The OECD AI Principles
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What has changed in recent years?

Generative AI-related incidents and hazards have 

increased steeply since 2022 

Source: OECD.AI (2024), AI Incidents Monitor (AIM), using data from Event Registry.

Available at: www.oecd.ai/incidents for more information.

Source: OECD.AI (2024)​, using data from Preqin. Available at: www.oecd.ai/en/data?selectedArea=investments-in-ai-

and-data 

Venture capital (VC) investments in generative AI start-ups 

have boomed since 2022 

• Development, deployment and mass adoption of generative AI.

• Generative AI investments have grown rapidly, and so has the 

number of incidents related to the technology







The OECD.AI Policy Observatory



Select emerging AI-specific regulatory frameworks

Country Legislation and regulation Standards and toolkits Enforcement mechanisms Principles

Canada
• Directive on Automated Decision-Making (2019)

• Bill C-27, Digital Charter Implementation Act,

including AI and Data Act (AIDA) (2022, draft)

• CAN-ASC-6.2: Accessible and Equitable

Artificial Intelligence Systems (2023, draft)

• AI and Data Commissioner (forthcoming)

• Courts

• Canada’s Digital Charter (2019)

United 

States

• Federal Trade Commission Act, Section 5

prohibition on unfair or deceptive acts

or practices in or affecting commerce (1914)

• Algorithmic Accountability Act (US AAA) (2022,

draft)

• Executive Order on the Safe, Secure, and

Trustworthy Development and Use of Artificial

Intelligence (2023)

• NIST AI Risk Management Framework (2023) • Authorities at the national and local levels regulate

context and sector-specific uses of AI

• Courts

• Blueprint for an AI Bill of Rights (2023)

United 

Kingdom

• Data Protection and Digital Information Bill

(2023, draft)

• Online Safety Bill (2022, draft)

• AI Standard Hub (forthcoming)

• Algorithmic Transparency Standard (Central

Digital Data Office, 2021)

• Sectoral and cross-sectoral authorities; exchange for 

policy coherence by authorise (CMA, Ofcom, FCA) 

under the Digital Regulation Cooperation Forum

• Courts

• Establishing a pro-innovation approach to AI 

regulation (2023)

European 

Union

• Proposed EU AI Act (2021, draft)

• Updates to the EU Product Liability Directive

(2022, draft)

• AI Liability Directive (2022, draft)

• CEN/CENELEC standards for AI and related

data (forthcoming)

• EU AI board for oversight (forthcoming)

• National authorities in charge of administrative

sanctions

• Civil and criminal sanctions at the national level

(courts)

• Ethics guidelines on artificial intelligence (2018)

Brazil

• Report and proposed substitute text for draft bills 

5051/2019, 21/2020 and 872/2021 (2022, draft)

• Bill 705 on the compatibility of AI use in the 

public sector with ESG practices (2022, draft)

• Incorporation of international standards 

National standards by the Brazilian 

Association of Technical Norms (ABNT)

• Designated competent authority (to be determined) 

in charge of oversight, administrative sanctions and 

regulatory sandboxes

• Courts

• Art. 3 of the proposed substitute text for draft bills 

5051/2019, 21/2020 and 872/2021 (2022, draft)

China

• Chinese Internet Information Service Algorithmic

Recommendation Provisions (2021)

• Opinion on Strengthening the Ethics and

Governance of Science and Technology (2022)

• National Standards for Autonomous Vehicle

Testing (2018)

• Cyberspace Administration of China, among other

regulators competent over specific matters

(telecommunications, public security, market

regulation, competition policy)

• National Data Administration (2023, forthcoming)

• Courts

• New Generation AI Ethics Specifications (2019)

• New Generation AI Code of Ethics (2021)

• White Paper on Trustworthy AI (2021)

• Internet Information Service Algorithmic

Recommendation Management Provisions (2021)

IGOs

• Council of Europe Convention on Artificial

Intelligence, Human Rights, Democracy and the

Rule of Law (2023, draft)

• ISO 31000 Risk management (2009, 2018)

• ISO/IEC 23053:2022 Framework for AI

Systems Using Machine Learning (ML)

(2022)

• Each signatory State to set in place measures and

safeguards to ensure accountability and redress at

the national level (Chapter V of the Convention)

• OECD Recommendation of the Council on AI

(2019)

• UNESCO Recommendation on the Ethics of AI

(2021)

This table is draft and for discussion purposes only. It is illustrative and not an exhaustive list of AI-specific regulations. 



The OECD promotes alignment & interoperability between AI 
frameworks to create certainty for policy makers, AI users, AI 
developers, and businesses

Risks of fragmentation in global AI policies?

Today: Emergence of AI regulatory frameworks, standards, and risk 
management frameworks in different countries and regions.

Addressing AI risks 

Legal complexities & high implementation costs for businesses



Thank you! 

For more information please visit 

www.oecd.ai
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