
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE SOCOPA VILLEFRANCHE SITE 2024     

The Bigard Group is above all a family history guided by one passion, the Art of Meat. 

 

 
  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME OF VISIT: Slaughterhouse and beef caƩle & sheep farm visit 

DATE OF VISIT: 03/10/2024 

ADDRESS: Route De Cosne, 03430 VILLEFRANCHE-D'ALLIER 

GROUP OVERVIEW 



   

   

 

 

Europe’s N°3 MEAT PROCESSOR 
    

6 Bn € in sales. 
14,000 employees in France. 
60 sites industrial and sales sites in France. 

With a variety of products: 

CURRENTLY, THE BIGARD GROUP COMPRISES: 

3 main brands : 



   

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL OVERVIEW OF THE BIGARD GROUP 

59 industrial and sales sites (including 

28 slaughterhouses). 



   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

SITE OVERVIEW 



   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCOPA VILLEFRANCHE 

• 37,000 T sold in2023 
• Staff: 520 employees & 70 

sub-contractors (boning & 
cleaning) 

• Slaughter volume:25 185 T  
63,277 adult caƩle 
(1220/week) 

 

SOCOPA VILLEFRANCHE D’ALLIER SITE SLAUGHTERINGS 

63277 adult caƩle slaughtered in 2023 

Cows
64%Heifers

15%

Young 
stock
17%

Bulls
3%

Bullocks
1%

Breakdown of slaughterings by type  



   

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Thank you for your aƩenƟon 

Allier (03) Puy de Dôme 
(63)

Saône et 
Loire (71)

Cantal (15) Creuse (23) Nievre (58) Cher (18)

Geographic breakdown of slaughterings by département of origin

Charolais Limousine Salers Croisée Aubrac

57%

9% 7% 6% 4%

Breakdown of cow slaughtering by breed



 

 

Farm staff:  

 1 director of the centre 
 3 mulƟtask employees, 1 apprenƟce 

 

 

 

THE EPLEFPA DU BOURBONNAIS FARM 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

BREEDS: Charolais caƩle / Ile-de-France ewes 

NAME OF THE VISIT: Beef caƩle & sheep farm visit 

DATE OF THE VISIT: 03/10/2024 

ADDRESS: Working farm Neuvy CS41721, 03017 MOULINS  

CONTACT NUMBER: +33 (0)6 72 83 12 52 

EMAIL: fabrice.ranoux@educagri.fr 

The farm in Moulins, amounts to: 

• 254 ha of farmland of which 70% is 
permanent pasture, 15% of forage 
crops, 15% of cereals fed to farm’s 
livestock) 

• 100 Charolais suckler cows HBC-
registered – Rearing of 18-month-
old young bulls 

• 310 Ile-de-France ewes - pedigree 
registered 

• 3 poultry units (800 m² in total) 
with producƟon of Label Rouge 
quality scheme chicken 

• Label Rouge quality schemes 
(caƩle, sheep, poultry) 

• HVE Level 3 CerƟficaƟon 
• Label Haie Level 1 
• 17.6 ha classed as organic 

Farm current projects: 

 Looking to be self-sufficient in protein feed 
requirements 

 Improve hedgerows & agroecology 
 Reinforce teaching tools and aids by offering 

pracƟcal examples and resources 
 Develop an agrivoltaics experiment 
 ConƟnue working with our partners 
 New innovaƟons (digital and use of 

roboƟcs) 
 Develop a direct sale (to consumer) 

business 

 

Farm tasks & missions: 

 Produce 
 Train & educate (students) 
 Innovate and experiment 
 Promote the region 
 Create a resource centre 

 


